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Haverhill Security log 


October 4 
Staff member fell on Library 
front steps. No serious injuries 
reported. 


October 12 
Contractors working in the 
Spurk Building accidentally set 
off the fire alarms. Fire engines 
responded. 


Lawrence Police Log 
No information available 


Where to find Public Safety 


Haverhill 
100 Elliot St. 
Room TC 122 
978.556.3689 


Law- 
rence 
45 Franklin St. 
Main Lobby 
978.738.7499 


Emergencies Only 
978.556.3333 or dial 3333 
from any campus phone 


If you had the chance, what 
questions would you ask the 
Presidential candidates? 

Here’s your opportunity to get 
some answers by participating in 
The Contemporary Affairs Club 
2016 Mock Presidential Debate. 
The debate committee is seek- 
ing student questions concerning 
topics like foreign and domestic 
policy topics including: fighting 
ISIS, the use of nuclear weap- 
ons, more time for diplomacy, 
refugees from war-torn countries, 
international trade agreements, 
clean air and clean water, tax 
reform, civil liberties, minimum 
wage, the burden of student debt, 

government-funded tuition. 

Be sure to submit your ques- 
tion to psaintamand@necc.mass. 
edu by Thursday, October 20th 
so they can be directed to the 
stand-in candidates representing 
Donald Trump, Hillary Clinton, 
Jill Stein, and Gary Johnsn at 
NECC’s own version of the 
Presidential Debate on the 24th. 
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Choral club Pabarct 


Photo by Theodore Beauparilant 


Ari Crawford performs at NECC’s Choral and Music Club 
Cabaret for the kick off event for the upcoming concert 


By THEODORE BEUPARLANT 
Arts and Entertainment Editor 

On Thursday, October 13th 
Alisa Buchierre, music faculty, 
choral director, and advisor to the 
Chorus and Music Club, entered 
the spotlight in the technology 
center banquet hall and said, ““To- 
night we are going to make you 
laugh, cry and everything inbe- 
tween.” 

The Cabaret Chorus Event is a 
long standing tradition and begins 
the concert season every year. 

The event was not limited to 
Cabaret style performances, how- 
ever, this year “had a little bit of 
everything,” Prof Buchiere said. 

Some of those who performed 
are alumni, some are current stu- 
dents. In addition to offering a 
venue for students and former 
students alike to perform their 
most cherished songs, the event 
also acts as a fundraiser, the pro- 
ceeds of which go toward a Cho- 
rus and Music Club outing. 

This years outing will be to see 
Rockapella in December. 

The event was kicked off by 
Alumnus Sam Jacobs, who 
performed “The Kindergarten 
Love Song,” by Drew Gaspari- 
ni, and did so with such exuber- 
ance and fervor that I made the 
mistake of thinking the tune was 
of her own creation. The songs 
lyrics relate the awkwardness 


and bewilderment 
which occurs between __ the 
ages of six and seven, however, 
Jacobs accomplished this tone 
with apparent ease. Jacobs’ per- 
formance procured comedy, nos- 
talgia, and an overall sense of 
youthful delight all in a matter of 


five minutes, thus truly earning 
the resounding applause which 
followed the conclusion of the 
tune. 

Jacob’s opening performance 
was paralleled only by that of 
John Budzyna, former NECC 
theater professor and executive 
director of the Essex Art Cen- 
ter in Lawrence who performed 
“You Never Bring Me Flowers”, 
by Neil Diamond. 

Budzyna added to the perfor- 
mance a very novel twist: split 
personalities. After being intro- 
duced, Budzyna took the stage 
and announced that he would be 
performing the aforementioned 
tune, but added that he was very 
fond of imitating voices, in par- 
ticular those of Barbra Streisand 
and Diamond, and that he would 
be performing the tune as both. 
This is to say that Budzyna per- 
formed this tune as a duet, thus 
undertaking both voices, doing so 
with uncanny precision. During 
his performance Budzyna even 
made sure to distinguish who was 
singing by turning his head to the 
left and right as well as by mak- 
ing various feminine and mas- 
culine gesticulations and stances 
during their respective parts. 


Continued on page 6 


Photo by Theodore Beauparlant 
Bonnie Seroweic singing, Amy Lee’s, “Breathe No More” 
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Students need to be proactive about future 


By CLEO BRIGHAM 
Editor-in-chief 

Like many other students 
who plan on continuing their 
education after receiving a 
degree from Northern Es- 
sex, | participated in last Fri- 
day’s Haverhill transfer day. 

After this semester, I'll 
have fulfilled all my degree 
requirements and plan to 
move on to finish my Bach- 
elors Degree in journalism. 

However, it didn’t quite 
hit me until this event that in 
two short months my time at 
NECC will come to a close. 

When walking into the 
Hartleb Technology Center’s 
auditorium, I was met with 
dozens of tables with seem- 
ingly endless flyers, bro- 
chures, and business cards 
advertising multiple univer- 
sities from numerous states. 

It was so exciting to pe- 
ruse all the tables, learn 
about the different colleges 
and talk to some adminis- 
trators, but it was also nerve 
wracking thinking about 
how all my upcoming home- 
work assignments and exams 
I have to do in addition to to 
submitting all of my transfer ap- 
plications,recommendations, and 
transcripts while the November 
Ist deadline rapidly approaches. 


A lot of students ve spoken 
with during my time studying 
at Northern Essex can’t seem 
to wait until they’re finished 
with their associates degrees. 
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Of course I can relate, but 
I’m also so thankful for the time 
I’ve spent learning her as well. 

Although I can’t wait to 
further my knowledge and 
skills at a four year school, | 
also can’t help but think about 
how Ill miss Northern Essex. 

When I first started here three 
semesters ago, I had so many ex- 
pectations for what it would be like 
to attend a community college. 

Of course once I actual- 
ly experienced taking class- 
es here, all those precon- 
ceived notions were shattered. 

I felt like it would be too hard 
to find friends, do things I en- 
joyed on campus all while staying 
on track with my studies and bal- 
ancing my job and personal life. 

Although sometimes it feels 
like I stretch myself too thin 
between all of these aspects of 
my life, I’ve managed to cre- 
ate the time for all of them. 

I’ve become so used to my 
routine here at NECC, it’s final- 
ly dawning on me that soon I'll 
have to begin again at a universi- 
ty. The thought of this brings up b 


oth feelings of  excite- 
ment as well as_ anxiety. 

It’s times like these when I 
have to remind myself that al- 
though it might be hard to move 
on, it’s also a sign that I’m moving 
forward and getting closer to ac- 
complishing my goals no matter 
how hard it might be to get there. 

It feels ominous now, but I 
know there’s no sense in worry- 
ing because once I begin my stud- 
ies at a new school everything 
will eventually fall into place 
like they did when I began my 
first semester at Northern Essex. 

Earlier in the semester, | 
was talking to a professor who 
stressed the importance of being 
smart during the transfer process. 

Of course, ve done my 
best to talk to my advisor and 
get as much support as I need, 
he mentioned that other stu- 
dents aren’t as knowledgable 
when it comes to the pathway 
to furthering their education. 

I’ve even met students, 
who’ve mentioned in pass- 
ing that they don’t even 
know who their advisor is. 


This made it clear to me that 
in addition to transfer events, 
students need to be proactive 
when it comes to determining 
their future if they choose to 
move on to a four year university. 

With such a wide array of 
choices and options the possibil- 
ities seem endless, but it’s easy 
to get bogged down by all the 
requirements you have to fulfill 
in addition to completing regu- 
lar assignments if students aren’t 
getting the support they need. 

So I encourage my fellow stu- 
dents who are graduating after 
this semester or in Spring 2017 
to look past the daunting appli- 
cation process, the fear of having 
to start anew somewhere else, 
and the overall stress of making 
the transition from communi- 
ty college to a four year school. 

I know it’s hard to pick up 
and start fresh again at a new 
school, but it’s important to keep 
in mind the new opportunities 
you'll have as well as cherishing 
the old memories you’ve made 
while attending Northern Essex. 


This paper is your voice, too! 
We want to see what you have to say. 


You can reach us at: 


978-556-3027 


observer@necc.mass.edu 


Roaming Reporter will 
return next issue 
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David Ortiz: Beyond the batters box 


By JorEL JOHNSTON 
Opinion Eprror 


Regional pride, 
national legacy 


Another autumn is well un- 
der way and along with the 
holiday cheer, bright colors, 
and pumpkin spice lattes there 
is another thing notorious to 
October around here. The Red 
Sox used to be known for their 
epic collapses right around now 
but over the years they have 
flipped the script. Over the last 
decade and a half, David Ortiz 
has lead them to the promised 
land again and again. 

Unfortunately, that wasn’t 
the way it went this year. In 
his last year before retire- 
ment, David Ortiz enjoyed 
one of his best seasons ever in 
the big leagues. Leading the 
league in OPS while hitting 38 
homeruns, with a 3.15 average, 
and being serenaded by every 


crowd in the league, I think it 
fair to say he enjoyed his final 
season. Regular season that is. 
The playoffs were a completely 
different story. 

The Sox were swept by the 
Cleveland Indians of all teams. 
With many ex Red Sox players 
on their squad including Man- 
ager Terry Francona who man- 
aged the Ortiz-lead Sox to two 
world championships himself 
in 2004 and 2007, it leaves a 
bad taste in the mouth of most 
Red Sox fans who were hop- 
ing to see one last deep playoff 
run. So, I asked around NECC 
to see what some of the favor- 
ite memories David Ortiz has 
left behind for the students to 
remember. “He is one of my 
favorites of all time, 2004 has 
to be the best, but he has come 
through for the city so many 
different times. Against the 
Tigers that home run with the 
cop celebarating in the bullpen, 
classic,” said first year NECC 
student Tyler Rogers. 


Luckily, all the disappoint- 
ment may only last until next 
year. Big Papi’s legacy will 
not be judged by how well 
he did during his last regular 
season or how badly the team 
performed in the playoffs but 
rather his massive effect on so 
many in the region. He was 
the one who erased the 86 year 
curse in 2004 essentially by 
himself. He was the one who 
carried the team again to a 
championship in 2013 after the 
Boston bombings. That year he 
also made a speech that will go 
down in history as one of the 
best ever, bringing together a 
community in need after terror 
struck the city. Maybe David 
Ortiz should have run for presi- 
dent this election cycle, he may 
have got a lot of votes, just not 
from Yankee fans. Some stu- 
dents around NECC even think 
he should run for Mayor. “I’d 
vote for him guy, he’s the best.” 
said second year student Mare 
Scaglione. 


The story remains 
the same 


Round 2, Is anyone changing their minds? 


By JoEL JOHNSTON 
Opinion Epiror 


Plenty of haymakers have 
been thrown but none of them 
are connecting. Watching the 
second presidential debate 
reminded me of one thing. A 
tired pair of overweight box- 
ers trying desperately to knock 
each other out with one mas- 
sive punch and looking terri- 
bly un-athletic while doing it. 
Neither have the makeup of a 
politician let alone a president. 
Both sides are attacking each 
other’s character with almost 
no mention of the real issues. 
By most accounts Donald 
Trump won the second debate 
barely, after Hillary Clinton 
won the first. However, she 
remains in the lead in the most 
recent polls. 

Trump started the debate 
by bringing in women who he 
thought Hillary Clinton had 
either disrespected or ignored 
due to her husband’s mistakes, 


obviously attempting to attack 
her stance that she is and al- 
ways will be for women. 

Meanwhile all of the con- 
versation going into the debate 
was based on sound bites 
that the media got their hands 
on of Donald Trump saying 
vulgar things over a decade 
ago, including on an Access 
Hollywood bus and on the 
Howard Stern show. 

I find that extremely ironic 
to say the least. Not only 
was it over a decade ago, 
but the Howard Stern show 
was meant to be vulgar, the 
point of the show was to be 
as politically incorrect as 
possible. It also amazes me 
the Hillary Clinton side had 
to go back over ten years to 
find Trump saying something 
like that. Maybe, it is just me, 
but it feels as though he has 
been saying things like that 
as recently as yesterday. Has 
anyone been paying attention 
the last 6 months? This is 
who Donald Trump is, neither 


the women he brought up on 
stage to embarrass Clinton or 
the sound bite of him saying 
vulgar things should affect 
anyone’s decision at this point. 
Neither should the debates 

at all. The fact is that most 
Americans, including NECC 
students, have made up their 
minds and watch the debates 
for humor or entertainment 
only. When I interviewed 
second year NECC student 
Ernest Ewusi about the second 
debate he had this to say, “I 
think at this point everyone 
knows who these people are. I 
watched all of the first debate 
when you asked me about that 
I was probably better in- 
formed, but I could only stand 
to watch a little of this one. 
They just keep trying to tear 
down each other and never 
talk about anything else.” 
That much is true, the debates 
this year resemble more of 

a reality TV show and many 
students shared the frustration 
of not being able to take it. 


As a child growing up in 
New England, I had a couple 
of heroes. Tom Brady and Da- 
vid Ortiz. If you are a sports 
fan you are extremely lucky to 
grow up around Boston during 
this time period. It is the equiv- 
alent of having Ted Williams 
and Joe Montana playing for 
your city at the same time. | 
don’t think people will realize 
how much these two epic stars 
will be missed until they are 
both gone. When I asked what 
people will miss the most about 
him NECC student John Crane 
had some ideas. “Probably the 
speech he made in 2013 after 
the bombing, I specifically re- 
member watching that with my 
parents and immediatly having 
even more respect for him.” 
I asked John if he made it to 
any of the games this year, “ I 
did actually, I went to the first 
game of his last series in Bos- 
ton, against Toronto, you can 
tell how much he means to ev- 


eryone in the area.” 
Ortiz has a big heart and it 


shows. He has numerous char- 
ities including a couple which 
work in the Dominican Repub- 
lic. Although he says Boston 
is now his home, his reasons 
for retirement were simple. 
He wants to spend more time 
with his children and visit his 
country. You may think that he 
would know his country very 
well at this point but oh con- 
traire. He grew up very poor 
and says he has never been 
to many beautiful parts of his 
country. 

Like it or not cities in Ameri- 
ca have always and will always 
be built around the legacy of 
their heroes. Politicians, gang- 
sters, civil right activists, first 
responders and more. None of 
those are able to connect with 
the heartstrings of the people as 
well as sports stars do. Boston 
count your blessing because we 
have had an abundance of them 
lately. If you know anything 
about sports, you know we 
were all just witness to history. 


This paper is your voice, too! 
We want to see what you have to say. 
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You can reach us at: 


978-556-3633 
observer@necc.mass.edu 
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The Middle East, a proposed lens 


Bill Heineman 
explores the history 
of the Middle East 


THEODORE BEAUPARLANT 
Arts and Entertainment Editor 


On Friday Oct. 10th Dr. Wil- 
liam Heineman, VP of Academ- 
ic and Student Affairs, gave a 
presentation on the Middle East 
titled: the Middle East- a Single 
Lens View. At the onset attend- 
ees discussed a handout which 
was distributed to everyone as 
they entered the function hall, the 
content of which set the scene for 
what was to follow impeccably. 
The heading on the handout read, 
“An Exploration of a Possible 
Future for the United States”. 

The document began by in- 
voking that sense of certainty 
that most Americans feel regard- 
ing the supremacy of the United 
States- its military power, eco- 
nomic wealth, scientific technolo- 
gy, relative political stability- and 
in turn challenged this sentiment 
by inviting the reader to imag- 
ine for a moment that a new rival 
suddently appeared - one whose 


makes that of the USA obso- 
lete, and, to add insult to injury, “ 
the key to this new approach was 
the exact opposite of cultural val- 
ues Americans tend to hold dear” 
Heineman wrote, “Many Amer- 
icans are mystified and repelled 
by this new approach [...] And 
now [further] suppose any [and 
all] American reactions to this 
new rival are not effective. The 
U.S. is conquered and subjugated 
by the newly dominant rival and 
its novel approach to science and 
technology. How do you think 
Americans would react to this?” 
This is the lens which Heineman 
implored the audience to view 
what was to follow. 

Once discussion died down 
from the initial phase of the pre- 
sentation, Heineman began the 
lecture portion. This included a 
geographical and historical over- 
view of the region which began 
with a slide that read - “A pro- 
posed lens: the Middle East; a 
region that has fallen from great- 
ness”. What followed was a sur- 
vey of significant events begin- 
ning at the dawn of civilization 
with the Mesopotamians and 
continued up until the new mil- 
lennium. 


In the course of this survey 
the rise and fall of the Middle 
East was traced, and in so doing 
Heineman elucidated many con- 
cepts which are vital to any un- 
derstanding of the current state of 
this region. One such example is 
the Caliphate, in essence an Isla- 
mist state, which in recent times 
has come to be associated with 
the vision of the radical terrorist 
groups ISIS, but has its origins 
in the medieval era. During this 
period the Middle East was the 
technology and science epicen- 
ter of the known world and these 
states (e.g., Damascus, Bagdad, 
etc...) were the main sites of in- 
novation. 

This changed during the re- 
naissance and the centuries 
which followed due to the polit- 
ical, cultural, and technological 
developments in Europe, thus 
marking the beginning of the 
end of Middle Eastern suprema- 
cy. One reason put forth for this 
sudden rift were the ideas of the 
enlightenment including human- 
itarian ideals which maintained 
a much higher view of what hu- 
man beings were capable of and 
in effect replaced ideas of divine 
intelligence and order with sci- 

entific and em- 


a pirical revela- 
tions about the 
physical world 
and how  hu- 
man beings can 
cause effective 


change. 
This era and 
its new ideals 


led not only to 
major advance- 
ments in science 
but also politics, 
giving birth to 
the first demo- 


cratic systems in many centuries - 
all this to say that the convention- 
al wisdom and political doctrines 
of Islam did not suit the Middle 
East in the years following the 
renaissance. Thus Heineman elu- 
cidated for the audience a crucial 
concept necessary to understand- 
ing tensions in the region - many 
countries feel they must either 
continue in the path of ancestors, 
abiding the tenets of Islam in the 
political, cultural and technolog- 
ical realm or in effect join the 
western world and march to the 
drum of so-called progress. 
Heineman also addressed 
some of the ways Middle Eastern 
nations have responded to this 
ultimatum. These responses in- 
cluded secular democracy, social- 
ism, and militarism (e.g., Turkey, 
Egypt, and Iraq), Islamism (E.g., 
Iran and Egypt), and hybrid 
forms of both ( E.g., Saudi Ara- 
bia and United Arab Emirates). 
The final response discussed was 
that of armed resistance and ter- 
rorism (E.g., Hamas, ISIS, Al 
Qaeda). Each response, accord- 
ing to Heineman, had resulted in 
disaster in one form or another, 
although some instances (E.g., 
Turkey and Saudi Arabia) and 
their respective solutions were 
viable to some extent. In his final 
remarks Heineman was sure to 
acknowledge the limited scope of 
the presentation. “I left out more 
than I put in [...] Please read, 
learn, and keep trying other lens- 
es,” he said, encouraging the at- 
tendees to approach the inherent 
conflict between the Middle East 
and the U.S.through other frame- 
works with hopes of perhaps con- 
structing their own solutions. 
The presentation was well 
received. The Q and A was ripe 
with passionate yet civil debate 


by students, faculty, and those on 
campus for the sole purpose of 
attending the lecture. At the re- 
ception I had the pleasure of con- 
versing with a history department 
faculty member, Dr. Ligia Dome- 
nech, who said “ he managed it 
very well, he was very diplomat- 
ic and did well by explaining [the 
problem] in terms of change”. 
Indeed when attempting to edu- 
cate oneself about contemporary 
international conflicts it is vital to 
see both sides whenever possible, 
“ what [the Middle East] is going 
through can happen to any soci- 
ety [...] losing your center and 
becoming frustrated can happen 
to anyone” she said. Emphasis 
on the global changes which pre- 
cipitated these reactions aside, 
most important of all was that 
Heineman made it clear that this 
is a war rooted in frustration and 
cultural miscommunication, “it’s 
not a war between religions” Do- 
menech said. 

After the event I caught up 
with Heineman and asked him 
what his intentions were deciding 
to present topic, especially under 
such rigid time constraints, and 
whether he had any inhibitions 
about the topic going into it. He 
said “I definitely did have some 
inhibitions but the reality is that 
it’s hard to capture the attention 
of people [...] and I was trans- 
parent about the simplification 
in order compel them to seek out 
their own lenses [...] the presen- 
tation, although condensed was 
a success insofar as it encour- 
aged people to raise many more 
questions.” and in any case an 
audience which is left with more 
questions than answers is the 
mark of a truly successful lecture. 
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By Saran DEsIDERIO 
Correspondent 


On October 12, 2016 
the Northern Essex Com- 
munity College Student 
Senate met to discuss im- 
portant issues. Attending 
the meeting were the 11 
members of the board, 
the 2 faculty advisors, 
and various students from 
across both the Haverhill 
and Lawrence campuses. 
Many topics were dis- 
cussed, but the highlight 
was the two guest speak- 
ers. The first was Melba 
Acevedo, the Director of 


Instruction Technology 
and Online Learning, from 
Academic Technology, 


and the second was Wil- 
liam Heineman, the VP for 
Academic Affairs. 
Acevedo was asked to 
come to the meeting to 
discuss the usage of tech- 
nology, more specifically 


how faculty and staff uses 
technology to communi- 
cate and teach students at 
Northern Essex. A main 
way teachers and stu- 
dents do this is through 
Blackboard, and Acevedo 
wanted to get some stu- 
dent opinions about Black- 
board. When asked what 
the students appreciate 
most about Blackboard, 
one student said, “I ap- 
preciate that I can see my 
grade, what it is right now, 
what I did wrong with the 
comments on it. I abso- 
lutely love that about it.” 
Acevedo’s response to that 
was that, “One of the most 
successful characteristics 
of a student is that they’re 
getting feedback in terms 
of grades in online courses. 
That’s really what makes 
one of the criteria for suc- 
cess; is having the ability 


pirit 


to get the feedback from 
the faculty.” Acevedo also 
asked what students don’t 
like about Blackboard, of- 
ten regarding topics such 
as organization, notifica- 
tions, or when it glitches 
and you lose the whole as- 
signment. ; 

The next speaker was 
Heineman, who came to 
discuss renovations on the 
Spurk building in Haver- 
hill and possible reno- 
vations on the Dimitry 
building in Lawrence that 
would take place next se- 
mester, as well as other 
topics that may come up. 
One of his first questions 
he asked was how students 
felt about Spurk being shut 
down and having classes in 
new places. 


Continued onto pageS 
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Student Senate update 


Continued from page 4 


Sara Pena, the Student Senate 
Vice President of Haverhill, said, 
“T haven’t heard anything bad 
about being put in other places, 
everybody seems fine with it, it 
was kind of a ‘well it happens’, 
and everybody adjusted accord- 
ingly... .” That seemed to be the 
general opinion of everyone at 
the meeting, except students not 
knowing where the building was 
at the beginning of the semester, 
since it is a little bit off of cam- 
pus. 
Heineman then said, “This has 
been so much fun this year hav- 
ing Spurk offline, that we’re go- 
ing to do it again next year with 
the Dimitry building; at least 
there’s a very high likelihood of 
that happening.” Spurk is mostly 
an interior renovation while as 
Dimitry will be mostly an exteri- 
or renovation. Also, as most ev- 
eryone knows the Spurk building 
held mostly just classrooms and 
offices, so while a bit difficult to 
place everyone, they were able to. 
However, even though Dimitry 
is a smaller building than Spurk 
is does hold more things like 
a library, multiple health labs, 
and the entire dental department 
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with expensive, nearly unmoy- 
able equipment, “So it’s taking 
awhile to figure out what we’re 
going to do with all of that,” add- 
ed Heineman. The working plan 
is that Spurk will finish up their 
renovations over the summer and 
Dimitry will be closing right after 
the spring semester ends. 

Adding on to the moving of 
classes from the Dimitry build- 
ing, Carla Hidalgo, the Student 
Senate Vice President of Law- 
rence, asked “Will you be using 
the HOW building to move class- 
es from Lawrence to HOW or will 
you just be using Spurk build- 
ing.” Heineman’s response was 
that everything that was original- 
ly housed in the Spurk building, 
but moved to somewhere else on 
the Haverhill campus or to Law- 
rence will go back to the Spurk 
building, and then he said, “What 
we’re actually talking about do- 
ing at Riverwalk[another build- 
ing on the Lawrence campus] is 
where a lot of our non-credit and 
workforce development classes 
are, we’re actually talking about 
moving them over to the Oppor- 
tunity Works(HOW) building to 
make more space for Lawrence 
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classes so at least, we try to min- 
imize the number of Lawrence 
classes that we’re making come 
all the way up to Haverhill.” 

A final point that Heineman 
discussed was the school’s gradu- 
ation statistic and how every year 
at graduation there are a lot of 
students who graduate, but a lot 
of the students don’t ever make it 
that far. He mentioned 3 things to 
help solve this problem, the first 
being improving the “support ser- 
vices for students, so things like 
tutoring, and learning accommo- 
dations, and student success cen- 
ter over in Lawrence, and mental 
health counseling,” and bringing 
them more together in a more co- 
herent way since some students 
have said it’s confusing on what 
center to use for what need and 
how to use them all to their fullest 
advantage. A way suggested was 
to put them all in the same space 
or building. 

The second solution being re- 
working Orientation and the way 
it is presented and ran, such as 
making it longer, more involved, 
more mandatory, adding another 
class to help guide students, mak- 
ing the Student Success Seminar 


a mandatory class or just improv- 
ing it to make it more beneficial 
to students. 

The third area that needs to be 
worked on is that after a student 
graduates, a year later they re- 
ceive a survey and “The number 
one thing they tell us every single 
year is that we don’t do enough to 
prepare people for their careers, 
not enough career preparation 
work here [at Northern Essex].” 
Helping students with this prob- 
lem, it was suggested that per- 
haps adding more hands on, Co- 
op or internship type class would 
be more helpful to students, 
however that would have to be 
discussed and arranged by each 
major because it can be harder 
for some. For example, an intern- 
ship for a journalism or medical 
student would be easier than for a 
psychology major, so this may be 
one of the most restricting, diffi- 
cult areas to solve. 

The next Student Senate meet- 
ing will take place on Wednesday 
October 19, 2016. Guest speakers 
will include the Presidents of the 
Veteran and Service Men Organi- 
zation, President of GSA, Presi- 
dent of the Anime Club, President 


of the Dance Club, as well as the 
Student Trustee, Klinbert Garcia 
and Michael McCarthy, the Of- 
fice of the Vice President. 

If you’re looking for an activ- 
ity or mission group to join on 
campus the book fair is Friday 
Oct. 21, Saturday Oct. 22, and 
Sunday Oct. 23. There is also 
the Transgender Day of Remem- 
brance which will take place on 
Friday Nov. 18 on the Haverhill 
campus in room B105 at noon. 
There will also be focus groups 
for: keeping or replacing Black- 
board, what to do about the stu- 
dent centers to better assist stu- 
dents, making orientation easier 
for new students, and a summit 
over January break for how to 
better prepare students for their 
careers after graduation. 

If you’re looking for more in- 
formation on any of these topics 
or meetings you are welcome to 
contact Melba Acevedo or Wil- 
liam Heineman, as well as the 
faculty advisors for the senate 
Stephanie Bryszkowski and Ariel 
Chicklis. 


New Lawrence food 
vendor named 


By Jessica Laycock 
Website Editor 


EI Taller chosen as new food vendor for campus 


support education and the “create a space, and not just 


The Lawrence campus 
gained a new food vendor 
after weeks of looking. The 
vendor will be El Taller, 
which currently operates a 
restaurant at 275 Essex St., 
only a couple blocks from 
the Lawrence campus. 

The current El Taller 
location offers wifi access, 
breakfast, lunch and din- 
ner options. They’re even 
available for event space 
rentals with two floors des- 
ignated for events as well 
as two stages. 

Now E] Taller will also 
move into the space in the 
Dimitry building atrium 
that is currenlty undergo- 
ing renovations for the new 
vendor. 

When asked about the 
new vendor, NECC’s Di- 
rector of Administrative 
Services, Michael Pierce 
stated, “We think the menu, 
pricing and activities they 
have proposed will be ex- 
citing and well accepted in 
the college community.” 

Not only is El Taller 
close in proximity to the 
college, but they also offer 
food and beverages, and 


community. 

Initially, the operation 
will be open for breakfast 
and lunch. The need for 
evening service will be 
assessed at a later point in 
time. 

According to NECC’s 
Director of Campus Op- 
erations and Procurement 
for the Lawrence campus, 
Martha Leavitt, El Taller is 
working with a local nutri- 
tionist and possibly a Cu- 
linary Institute of America 
graduate to develop the full 
menu. 

Pierce also _ stated, 
“When the previous ven- 
dor decided to leave we 
were tasked with trying to 
find a way to provide food 
service on the Lawrence 
campus. Through some 
community connections the 
college started to negoti- 
ate with El Taller as a test 
of what might be possible. 
We were so impressed with 
their ideas we moved for- 
ward to get something in 
place.” 

Eric Guerrero of El 
Taller was very clear with 
Leavitt that he wanted to 


serve food.” 

The operations are ex- 
pected to be up and running 
in the next seven to ten 
days after more equipment 
arrives and their final in- 
spection is completed. 

A list of events at El 
Taller can be accessed on 
their website, http://eltal- 
lerarts.com/ as well as an 
easy way to contact them in 
order to request event space 
for your events, meetings, 
screenings, book clubs, 
workshops, and more. They 
even write a blog detailing 
information about upcom- 
ing workshops that are 
available to anyone in 
the community which can 
be accessed at http://eltal- 
lerarts.com/blog/. For more 
information on the venue 
students are encouraged to 
follow EI Taller on their so- 
cial media pages including 
Facebook at https://www. 
facebook.com/taller.book- 
store, on Youtube at https:// 
www.youtube.com/user/ 
ElTallerArts and on Twitter 
@EITaller_Arts and on Ins- 
tagram @eltaller_arts. 


Page 6 » NECC Observer + Oct. 19, 2016 


Arts & Entertainment 


Fj facebook.com/neccobserver 


Performers shine at cabaret 


Continued from page I 


As promised, after intermis- 
sion the atmosphere in the room 
was shattered by a performance 
delivered by Alisa Buchierre 
herself. She sat down at the pi- 
ano and began to tell the audi- 
ence about a former student of 
hers, Katherine Delia Enos. Ali- 
sa worked with Delia for several 
years. She started as her voice 
and piano teacher but as she blos- 
somed into a dedicated musician 
became her songwriting mentor, 
aiding her in the realization of 
her increasingly beautiful and 
complex aesthetic intuitions. Bu- 
chierre paused, and continued to 
say that the songs which she was 
about to perform were complet- 
ed shortly before Katherine’s un- 
timely death in 2010, when she 
was hit by a car. The songs- “The 
Mission” and “Like a Flame”- 
were beautifully performed by 
Alisa, though the youthful and 
jubilant spirit of Katherine was 
undeniably carried upon each 
note and syllable. Katherines 
messages in each of these songs 
were timeless and thus exposed a 
wisdom which extended beyond 
her years. In “The Mission” she 
emphasizes the importance of 
pursuing one’s dreams and over- 
coming self doubt, and “Like a 
Flame” reconciles human mor- 
tality and the fragility of the 


Photo by Theodore Beauparlant 
Alisa Buchierre accompanying student perform- 


ers for multiple songs on the baby grand piano 


human spirit, emphasizing that 
in light of these truths one must 
maintain one’s worldview care- 
fully, “like a flame”. 

The event was ended on a 
lighter note, a duet performed 
by the masters of ceremony for 
the event, Ari Crawford and Nate 
Daniels, titled “The Temp and 
The Receptionist”, written by 
Michael Kooman and Christo- 
pher Dimond. 

The performance contained a 
palpable romantic comedy fla- 
vor as well as very charming and 
punny melodrama. Daniels and 
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Crawford’s stage chem- 
istry was very strong and 
in turn stole the hearts 
and applause of the en- 
tire audience. 

I met Buchierre be- 
fore one of her class- 
es, History of Western 
Music, while she was 
diligently grading tests 
at her desk. “I can sight read 
anything,” she said. Buchierre 
accompanied more than half of 
the vocalists who performed at 
the cabaret, and in some instanc- 
es went through the tunes only a 


few times beforehand. This, she 
said, is the result of her theater 
background, “as a pianist in the 
Theater world, you have to be on 
it, or you won’t last. But with the 
music students I am more than 
happy to meet them where they 
are in their growth.” The cabaret 


Photo by Theodore Beaupartant 


A performer plays guitar and sings at the cabaret. 


concert was a truly spectacular 
evening by all accounts, though 
it’s impossible to know how any 
of these alumni or current NECC 
music students would have fared 
well without the accompaniment 
of Alisa Buchierre on the baby 
grand piano. 


Cabaret setlist 


“The Kindergarten Love Song”- 
performed by Sam Jacobs (vocals) 
and Alisa Buchierre (piano), written 
by Drew Gasparini. 

“Breathe No More”- performed by 
Bonnie Seroweic written by Amy Lee 

“American Honey”- performed by 
Breanna Mitchell, recorded by Lady 
Antebellum 

“Somewhere Over the Rainbow”- 
Peformed by Ari Crawford(vocals) 
and Alisa Buchierre (piano), music 
by Harold Arlen and lyrics by E.Y. 
Harburg 

“A Fine Fine Line”- Performed by 
Amara Nguyen from musical “Ave- 
nue Q”, written by Robert Lopez and 
Jeff Marx. 

“Glitter In the Air”- Performed By 
Liza Lynehan Written by Pink et al. 

“Burn”- performed by Bonnie 
Suroweic, from muscial “Hamilton”, 
written by Lyn Manuel Miranda 

“Caterina”- performed by Nate 
Daniels (vocals) and Alisa Buchierre 
(Piano), written by Perry Como 

“She Used to Be Mine”- per- 
formed by Erica Gould, written by 
Sara Bareilles. 

“Party Dress”- performed by Sam 
Jacobs(vocals) and Alisa Buchierre 
(piano),written by Brian Lowdermilk. 

“The Mission” and “Like a 
Flame”- performed by Alisa Buchi- 
erre, written by Katherine Delia Enos. 

“You Don’t Bring Me Flowers”- 
performed by Johnny Budzyna, writ- 
ten by Neil Diamond et al. 
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Transfer day at NECC offers options 


Colleges visit to try 
and recruit transfers 


By Barey Torrissi 
Campus Life Editor 

Northern Essex hosted an 
event for students to see some 
of the colleges they’re given the 
opportunity to transfer to. On Oc- 
tober 12, from 11a.m to 1 p.m. on 
the Haverhill Campus, colleges 
set up tables to give students the 
opportunity to approach each 
desk as they please and find out 
information about each school. 

With roughly 25 college tables 
in the room, each student is given 
a wide variety of schools to look 
through. A few of the schools 
included Southern New Hamp- 
shire University, Regis College, 
University of Massachusetts Am- 
herst, and many more. 

This event gives students the 
chance to meet with a represen- 
tative from 4-year and private 
colleges in the area and see what 


credits transfer, where yi will 
be at when transferring, what the 
schools have to offer, financial 
aid, and much more information. 
Also included was a raffle for a 
$50.00 gift card to the book store, 
and pizza. 

“T honestly think that the trans- 
fer day is really great. It gives 
students the opportunity to see 
where they can fit in when they 
transfer while at the same time 
having the support of the faculty. 
It’s a good opportunity to be able 
to talk to other schools you’re 
interested in without having to 
travel all the way to that specif- 
ic school. Instead NECCO gives 
you the opportunity, and because 
a lot of schools are being repre- 
sented, it gives students a broad 
range of places they might be 
able to attend,” said Kali Routier, 
a student at NECC. 

“T really benefitted from the 
booths because it gave me a 
chance to see what I can do at 
a four-year school after I leave 


NECCO,” said Ashley Wheeler, a 


Medical Assisting major. Wheel- [jp 
er was a Student at Plymouth State 
before transferring to NECC, and §j 


with the transfer day she got to 

look at other 4 year schools she 

could transfer to in the future. 
“Transfer day was very help- 


ful. It was nice being able to see } 


different schools and what they 
have to offer. I like that NECCO 


gives you the opportunity to see } 


what else is out there when trans- 
ferring,” said Brenna Roy, anoth- 
er Medical Assisting major. 
Lawrence Campus is hosting 
another Transfer day on October 
19, from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. in the 
Dimitry building lobby. Go check 
out schools, while eating free piz- 
za. Also, there is an event from 
6 p.m. to 8 p.m. on October 19 
on the Haverhill campus in the 
Sports and Fitness center. It’s 
open to all community members, 
and will have about 120 New En- 


gland Colleges in attendance. 


oa. Nh 
Ww Hamp SH 
Univers! 
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Southern New Hampshire University’s table set up at the 
Haverhill Campus Transfer Students Day 


Meet the instructors of NECC 


Dave Rattigan 
introduces you to his 
world of comedy 


By Bamey Torriss! 
Campus Life Editor 


Dave Rattigan, an instruc- 
tor with the English department 
here at NECC says he thinks he 
has a “portfolio career.” In addi- 
tion to teaching, he’s also a news 
correspondent for The Boston 
Globe (and formerly for Peo- 
ple magazine), and works a full 
schedule as a stand-up comedian 
(his CD played on Sirius Satel- 
lite Radio, among other places) 
and producer (raising more than 
$1.2 million for various good 
causes). He also has a 10-year- 
old daughter. 


Teaches at NECC: Public 
Speaking and Interpersonal 
Communications 


1. Where did you go to col- 
lege? 

I have a BFA from Emerson 
College, Masters from Cam- 
bridge College, and decades 
ago I got a degree from North- 
east Broadcast School. I also 
attended a couple of schools 
that I dropped or flunked out of 
-- valuable training for teaching 
college -- and finished a profes- 
sional program in direct market- 
ing for Bentley University. 


2. What is the best part of 
being a teacher? 

It is gratifying to learn that 
a student has benefited in some 
way as a result of something they 
took from class. I have heard 
from students who advanced in 
their careers, changed careers, 
joined an academic group that 
they otherwise wouldn’t have, 


become professional speakers, 
and other things. It is particular- 
ly true of public speaking that 
when students go from moth to 
butterfly, the transformation can 
be amazing. 


3. What’s your favorite 
knock-knock joke? 
Banana. I can’t help myself. 


Knock knock... 
Who’s there? 
Banana 
Banana who? 


Knock knock... 
Who’s there? 
Banana 
Banana who? 


Knock knock... 

Who’s there? 

Orange 

Orange who? 

Orange you glad I didn’t say 
banana. 


4. What is your favorite su- 
per hero? Why? 

Batman. I like the different 
versions that are imagined from 
comic book to graphic novel, 
and also from the movie serials 
of the 1940s to the campy TV 
show in the 1960s to the various 
film Batmans of the 1980s to the 
present. 

But the real reason is that I 
was 8 when I was introduced to 
Batman during the craze over 
the TV show. Batman was so 
popular that the theater in my 
town showed some of the black 
& white serials from the 1940s 
-- Batman’s cowl had _ high, 
pointed ears and the costume 
looked itchy -- and at one point 
two guys dressed as Batman and 
Robin threw ropes down from 
the balcony, climbed down, and 


5. If you could live any- 
where in the world, where 
would it be? Why? 

My first choice is here, be- 
cause my family and friends are 
here. Los Angeles, London or 
Dublin seem kind of interesting, 
and I have that daydream about 
living on an island and scuba 
diving all day. Then I watch 
the Weather Channel and forget 
about the daydream. 


6. If you could’ve been any 
profession in the world, what 
would it have been? 

I haven’t authored a nov- 
el, which is on my “to do” list. 
Also, I would like to be a police 
detective on TV. 


7. What is your all time fa- 
vorite movie? 
The last time I had a favorite 


Photo Provided by: Dave Rattigan 
Dave Rattigan, an instructor here at NECC, during one of 
his stand up shows. 


raced up the aisle as we all went 
nuts. It was awesome. 


movie it was Casablanca, but 
I have a 30-second role in an 
underfunded 2011 feature film 
called Heavy Times, so let’s pick 
that one. 


8. What’s your two most lis- 
tened to radio stations in your 
car? 

I mostly listen to sports 
(WEEI) and news (WBZ), but 
my 10 year old bullies me into 
playing Kiss-108. 


9, If you could only eat 1 
meal for the rest of your life, 
what would it be? 

Pizza, but if I did that my life 
might not last as long as I’d like. 


10. What was your favorite 
Halloween costume growing 
up? 

A hobo. At a certain point, 
we started making our own cos- 
tumes, and that was an easy one 
to make. All you needed was 


SCIENCE 
club 


By Baitey Torrisst 

Campus Life Editor 

Welcome to the $.C.I.E.N.C.E 
club, advised by Professsor Sarah 
Courchesne and Dr. Mark Cle- 
ments, provides students with a 
chance to explore the outdoors 
and has any intrests in science. 
Courchesne informed us of the 
basic questions and answers for 
students interested. 


Who should join the SCI- 
ENCE club? 

Anyone with a professional 
interest in science, or interests in 
the outdoors, hiking, overnight 
camping, or any science lovers in 
general. It’s really open to any- 
one. 


When you do you guys meet? 
Where? 

The SCIENCE club meets of- 
ficailly on the first Wednesday of 
every month, to plan ideas. But 
events are all scattered through- 
out, and anyone can particiapte in 
those. 


What do you do as a club? 

The club helps scientists gath- 
er datat out in the field. They do 
overnight hiking trips, day hiking 
trips, outdoor trips and activities. 
They also do disection labs. 


Why the SCIENCE club? 

It’s a low commitment. You 
join and get on an e-mail list, 
provided with events and such 
for the club. Then you chooose 
whether or not you want to go or 
participate in the club activities. 
It’s all up to you. 

If you want to join the SCI- 
ENCE club, please contact Sarah 
Courchesne, scourchesne@tas 
mass.edu. 
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Features Editor 

The transition from a nation 
that was closeted and homopho- 
bic to the now nationwide rec- 
ognized same-sex marriage law 
was a resilient and passionate 
road and still is for many in the 
LGBTQ community. 

For NECC students they’re 
continuing the fight and not just 
for the injustices in the transgen- 
der society but for the correct 
information to be established so 
there’s no discrepancies. 

Every Friday, GSA meets in 
B105 from 12-1 p.m. to discuss 
topics in the LGBTQ community. 
The first meeting of the semester 
described the arduous task that 
is coming out and the internal 
struggle it really is. 

The everyday fight of trying to 
have some feeling of normalcy in 
what is the perceived “normal” is 
a challenge for anyone to over- 
come. 

Feeling like you have to have 
a battle within yourself everyday 
to project a false reality to your 
friends and family is a paradox 
but to get to finally accept who 
you are is the most important 
thing. 

Colby Patrie, President of the 
GSA, joined NECC in the Fall 
of 2014 as someone who was 
not typically outgoing in a big 
group, but once he feels com- 
fortable everything comes out. 
You get the goofy, happy, warm 
spirited personality that is hard 
not to like. Deep down he’s a 
fighter and “always wanted to be 
an activist” and even started the 
first GSA club at the Georgetown 
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GSA OPENS UP 


President Colby Patrie shows the struggling task that is coming out and 
what other challenges people in the community face 


Middle High School that is still 
running since 2011. Once he got 
to NECC, he wanted to work he- 
his way up the ranks in the club 
until becoming president this se- 
mester. 

Patrie believes in fighting for 
what’s right and is always work- 
ing to support that sentiment. He 
puts in his homework when it 
comes to his information using 
his free time to work on his own 
research papers dealing with is- 
sues surrounding the community. 
“TJ found my calling,” Patrie says. 

Like anyone though Patrie had 
to find himself first before really 
taking any major steps in his life. 
The questions were always there 
especially when middle school 
started and so began the difficult 
task of putting up that false re- 
ality for his peers. He felt that it 
needed to be done so the talking 
could come to a halt. When high 
school started the same thing 
occurred, people started talking 
again about his sexual orienta- 
tion. To calm the news this time 
he started dating a boy and at the 
time he identified as a female and 
this was what was expected. At 
the time he thought everything 
would be fine, except for the fact 
that this wasn’t who he was. Af- 
ter going through multiple rela- 
tionships he came to the conclu- 
sion that he can’t keep doing this 
to himself and the other party. 
The next step was finally clear 
that he should come out to him- 
self which was a relief for him. 

The pressure started coming 
back when it came to letting his 


parents know. It was a strenuous 
task to say the least, which cre- 
ated “knots” in his stomach. He 
decided that the best idea was to 
write a letter and wait for a re- 
sponse. Thankfully his parents 
were welcoming to the fact that 
he was gay and still accepted 
him for who he was. Although 
when his mother said that “she 
will always be her baby girl” it 
made his skin want to crawl, he 
added. After doing some research 
he realized what the issue was. 
He never felt accepted around 
the fact that he identified as a 
female and realized that had to 
change. So he had to go through 
the whole process again except 
this time it was a different fight. 
He was worried how his parents 
would accept switching gender 
as “their only girl,” Patrie ex- 
plains. This is where the dynam- 
ic between his parents became 
complicated. His father has been 
understanding and accommodat- 
ing to the transition, making sure 
to use proper pronouns and us- 
ing his new name instead of his 
birth name, while his mother still 
continues to go about things like 
nothing has changed. He says it’s 
going to be her problem though 
especially, “when I have a big 
beard and a deep voice it’s going 
to be her issue introducing me as 
her daughter,” he went on to say. 

For transgender people it’s a 
difficult process because they ba- 
sically have to come out twice at 
times and even then the gay com- 
munity isn’t always excepting as 
you'd expect them to be. Some in 


the community lag behind when 
it comes to supporting the rights 
of transgender people. There’s a 
generalization labeling all gay 
men have to act feminine and that 
all lesbians dress in lumberjack 
shirts. That’s why Patrie wants to 
show though “that everyone has 
a story.” 

He opened the first meeting 
by showing a slideshow on ways 
to make coming out easier for 
anyone that is still struggling 
with coming out. The first thing 
mentioned was that “you have to 
come out to yourself first” you 
have to accept that, he went on to 
say. “Stare yourself in the mirror 
and just say, I’m gay, if you need 
to.” 

Patrie mentioned you should 
have outlets to go to when you 
come out officially. Essential- 
ly it’s your backup plan, have 
somewhere set up to where you 
can go “if things go south.” This 
can be a friend’s house, youth 
group, a specific hotline for help 
or a homeless shelter which 
some even specialize in LGBTQ 
youth. Sadly, some of our clos- 
est acquaintances won’t be that 
accepting of our lifestyle some- 
times based on misinformation 
and sometimes on ignorance. 

There’s plenty of ways to 
come out, but you choose what’s 
right for you, Patrie says. You 
can write a letter, have a family 
meeting, do it over a phone call 
or even Skype if you wanted. 

However what’s crucial is that 
you do it in a setting that’s most 
comfortable for you, he goes on 


to say. 

If you’re uncomfortable start- 
ing the conversation, it’s okay, 
there’s different ways to do it. 
Patrie showed easier ways to 
bridge the gap to help the awk- 
wardness that can occur between 
a child and their parents. So 
why not start from a third party 
perspective and mention that a 
mutual friend came out and see 
how they react to the news. The 
general anxiety most individuals 
feel is that they’re not going to be 
accepted by their family and that 
their parents will have lost their 
son or daughter due to their sex- 
uality. If this is you, you’re not 
alone. 

If you know someone who 
hasn’t come out yet do not push 
them into it, Patrie says. “It’s 
just rude.” They may not be 
ready or they’re still figuring 
out themselves and aren’t sure 
how to identify within them- 
selves. Another thing is that they 
could be living in a homophobic 
household where there isn’t any 
sort of discussions on the mat- 
ter. The last thing he went over: 
was that “you never know who 
is listening” and that you should 
be careful about the setting you 
discuss your personal business 
in. You never know how people 
will react, there could be violent 
threats towards that individual 
that could lead to physical ag- 
gression. In many cases it’s best 
to leave someones sexuial orien- 
tation out of everyday disccusion 
because it’s no ones business but 
their own. 
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NECC students attend NENPA conference 


Journalism student learn M 


day started 


first hand knowledge of life bright and early as al- 


ways waking up at 6 
a.m., letting the dog 
out, having a cup of Joe 
and going through my 
normal morning rituals. 
Might spend a little ex- 
tra time with the dog because I don’t see him enough but 
that’s besides the point. I was excited, it was October 6th 
and the NENPA annual fall conference was today. 

This was my first time attending since I first joined the 
journalism program. I attended to get a first hand look at 
what being a journalist is like in the real world. This time 
I knew what to expect, I figured we’d start the morning off 
with some lectures, break off for lunch and award ceremo- 
ny then speakers would separate into multiple rooms and 
we’d choose what interested us the most. I had it down 
and I felt like a pro going in even though I was walking 
into a room full of actual professionals. 

Unfortunately I wasn’t able to stay for the whole con- 
ference due to prior obligation to my work, I had to leave 
after the lunch, although I did happen to get some good 
information from other students who attended. 

Every semester Amy Callahan rallies journalism stu- 
dents to take part in this wonderful learning environment. 
This semester unfortunately we had only three students 
come along, including myself. Although the information 
and the new relationships gained is what’s really import- 
ant, at least for me anyway. 

I arrived a little later than expected, I guess that’s what 
you get for trusting the traffic going into Boston, lesson 
learned. Luckily for myself I only happened to miss the 


as a reporter 


By Travis BARRETT 
Features Editor 


first lecture. The second lecture seemed to catch my eye 
more anyway, it was titled, “Funding the Future of Jour- 
nalism”. Terry Egger, the CEO of the Philadelphia Inquir- 
er, spoke on how the power of information has changed 
“fifteen years ago the power was in the sender’s hand now 
it’s in the receiver’s hands.” He went on to say how this 
has changed the content for papers he has worked on. This 
is why he puts so much emphasis on empathy for the peo- 
ple they write about in the newsroom. They have to “un- 
derstand the other side and see how their affected.” The 
tough questions come into play here when debating what 
specific facts might mean to persons life in a community. 

I was admired by Egger, his near presence was com- 
manding, he was impressive to say the least. I appreciated 
him for his fight to keep the spirit of journalism alive in 
the community especially when it comes to paper circula- 
tion. He mentioned that when you should price it out to a 
specific point to where you don’t need it then you should 
make the jump to just online based. Until there’s no real 
demand for it, you should still keep your print circulation 
going. “Keep it as viable as you can until the consum- 
er says otherwise.” Not to say that digital is not import- 
ant because it is the way of the future unfortunately for 
the print industry but papers will still survive, hopefully 
(crossing my fingers). He’s always trying to find a “sub- 
stantial business model to keep journalism alive.” 

After the meeting finished I found myself looking 
for the coffee bar per usual, unfortunately the only thing 
available was decaf. What journalist is drinking decaf cof- 
fee? None who that’s why it was completely filled. But I 
settled for decaf anyway and found my way to the next 
lecture on the epidemic of the opioid crisis. 

Basically the difficulty with these stories are that there 


From left to righr Tegan Evans, Chris Shepherd, Amy Cal- 
laham and myself poose for a photo at the NENPA lunch-in 


A Jitters Thank You 


emotional and can have a big affect on their readers. 
Many newsrooms can receive heavy backlash (if not al- 
ways) from the community if something isn’t portrayed 
properly in their eyes. So that’s why shame is such a big 
weapon for them to be using because it shows how they 
will use it to their advantage as featuring something as 
newsworthy and whether or not it applies. It can be a gam- 
ble sometimes and not everyone is going to agree upon 
how it is published in the news room. 

The Eagle Tribune went through a heavy debate within 
their newsroom over a video they weren’t sure whether 
or not to upload. It showed a woman who overdosed in a 
store with her daughter crying by her side. They decided 
that to really show the full scope of the issue was to show 
the video but the next question was for how long? It is 
quite long for something that doesn’t need much time to 
get the point across but that’s the point. They wanted to 
make it uncomfortable because we shouldn’t feel com- 
fortable about it. The biggest thing for them is to think 
like a reader in this situation and to write in terms of how 
it affects your staff if you’re the editor. Continued cov- 
erage of horrific and tragic stories can take a toll on any 
reporter. 

Afterwards I met up with the rest of the group for lunch 
and discussed what lectures we listened in on and the in- 
formation we got from it. My biggest take for myself hap- 
pened to come from a women I met who works in media 
law named Samantha Allen. She gave me worldly advice 
when it came to her early days reporting on crime. You 
can never get down on yourself, you’re not going to stay 
with one paper your whole career, “that’s just not how it 
works anymore.” 


Courtesy Photo 


By Travis BARRETT 
Features Editor 


NECC employ- 
ee is thankful 

for the love and 
generosity of the 
Haverhill campus 


One of NECC’s own, Melissa Merrill, 
who works in the Jitter’s cafeteria, would 
like to send an immense thank you to the fac- 
ulty and staff for their wonderful donations 
that her and her boyfriend, Jesse Downs, 
have received since 2013. 

Back in August of 2013, Merrill received 
horrific news that her boyfriend Downs was 
jumped and beaten nearly to death. Thank- 
fully he didn’t end up losing his life, al- 
though sadly he was diagnosed with a trau- 
matic brain injury. After the diagnosis, the 
two of them were told the troubling news 
that he may never walk again and that he 
must eat all his meals through a tube. 

Since then he has been making steady 
progress where he’s starting to walk again 
and hopefully will be walking more in the 


future. 

Merrill is especially grateful to Maggie 
Lucey of administration and the Pace Pro- 
gram for their continued donations over the 
years. Their continued complimentary sup- 
port does not go thankless. From money to 
gift card donations every holiday season it 
is too much for Merrill to put into word for 
how grateful she and Downs are. Not only 
has it been just money, but it has been the 
sustained clothes and food drive year in and 
year out that has helped out in a substantial 
way. 

Merrill is shocked and overwhelmed by 
the support she receives from the campus. 
“Tt all started by word of mouth,” Merrill 
says on how the donations started. Every 
year she think’s it will stop, but “every year 


they just keep 
coming.” She had no idea how to say a thank 
you because the support was coming from so 
many areas it was tough to reach every cor- 
ner. So she had the idea to ask the Observer 
if this could be her ally to say thank you to 
everyone. 

Don’t think she forgot about the students 
to, she is just as grateful to them and the con- 
tinued support they show from just having a 
little chat in the morning before an 8 a.m.. 
She recognizes that everyday and appreci- 
ates the love and generosity the students and 
faculty give each semester. 
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Volleyball team winless in first season 


Knights go 0-11 in 


first season back at 
NECC 


By KyLre BEenson 


Sports Editor 

After almost four years with- 
out a volleyball team, the pro- 
gram was resurrected this sea- 
son. When sports sign-up day at 
Northern Essex came around, the 
table where prospective volley- 
ball players were meeting was 
the table with the most buzz. For 
a program coming back after be- 
ing gone for multiple seasons, 
this was a good sign. 

The women who signed up 
were very interested in the new 
team, and some were recruited by 
brand new head coach, Monica 
Reum. Reum was hired for the 
job last spring and started recruit- 
ment right away. 

Reum is a 23-year old Busi- 
ness Graduate from Merrimack 
College, who has played the sport 
for most of her life and still plays 
on some traveling squads. She 
shows a real passion for the sport 
and only wants the best for her 
players. Also, Tiffany Gadd, who 
played for the NECC volleyball 
team when it was last running, 
was named assistant coach. 

The NECC Knights formed 
their team after sign-ups and 
tryouts, and went to Bunker Hill 
Community College for their first 
game as a new club. The Knights 
showed an impressive effort in 
the first game of the season, but 
ended up on the losing end, 3-2. 
It was a close game that brought 
hopeful expectations for the rest 
of the season. Unfortunately, they 


would not live up to the expecta- 
tions. 

After the season-opening loss, 
NECC traveled to Rhode Island 
for a CCRI-hosted two-day tour- 
nament. On September 17th they 
played NHTI and Howard Com- 


munity College the first day of 


the tournament, then Hartford 
Community College and Fashion 
Institute of Technology on the 
second day. The Knights lost all 
four games they played in and all 
were shutouts. Shutouts would 
be the theme over the next few 
games. 

Their next event was a dou- 
ble-header on October Ist. They 
played at NHTI, their first game 
against NHTI and the second 
against Unity College. Both 
games the Knights were shutout. 
The Knights now had an 0-7 re- 
cord on the season. Up until that 
point all of NECC’s 
on the road, but their next match 
would be their first of two home 
games of the season 

October 6th was the Knights’ 
home opener. There was a lively 
crowd in the stands, ready to fi- 
nally see the new squad. NECC 
was taking on NHTI and while 
Northern Essex came out to a 
fast start, they were shutout once 
again. They did gain a lot of sup- 
port from everyone in attendance. 

After the home loss, the 
Knights were off to the Dig Pink 
Tournament at CCRI. They took 
on Bunker Hill Community Col- 
lege and CCRI, once again ending 
their games in shutouts. NECC 
was now 0-10 on the season. 

They came back to Northern 
Essex for their only other home 
game, in what would be their last 


games were 


Fj] facebook.com/neccobserver 


Leiza Cabrera goes up for the ball. 


game of the team’s first season. 
The crowd from the first home 
game was back in the stands 
and ready for some action. Once 
again, NECC started off hot at the 
beginning of the game, but cooled 
down soon after. Though, some- 
thing happened that hadn’t hap- 
pened since the very first game 
of the season, the Knights won a 
set. Instead of being shutout for 
the ninth time on the season, the 
Knights lost 3-1. 

The team finished the season 


with an 0-11 record. The Knights’ 
leading scorer on the season was 
Leiza Cabrera who scored 42 
points. 

“It was great to have volley- 
ball back,” said Athletic Direc- 
tor, Sue MacAvoy. “Monica and 
Tiffany did a fine job in getting 
the program off the ground. After 
a year of recruiting and the many 
returners we are well on our way 
to building a solid program.” 

The final results of the season 
may seem discouraging but there 
is plenty to look forward to in the 


Photo by Sue MacAvoy 


next few years. 

When softball came to NECC 
during the 2013-14 season, they 
also went winless in their first 
season. Then they got better the 
next season with 4 wins, and last 
year the softball team got 12 wins 
and won the President’s Cup. 
Over time, the volleyball squad 
will see their results getting better 
as well, there is no doubt about 
that. 


Photo by Sue MacAvoy 
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Knights lose both home games 


Women s volleyball 
take tough losses at 


home 


By KyLeE Benson 


Sports Editor 

The Northern Essex Knights 
women’s volleyball team had an 
11 game schedule, with only two 
of those being homes games. The 
first was on October 6th versus 
New Hampshire Technical Insti- 
tute, the second on October 12th, 
which would also serve as the last 
game of the team’s inaugural sea- 
son. 

Before playing NHTI the 
Knights had a record of 0-7 on 
the season. Six of the losses end- 
ed with NECC being shutout, 3-0. 
They went in to the first home 
game hopeful for their first win. 

“I’m very excited to have it 
back,” Athletic Director Sue Ma- 
cAvoy said before the game. “It’s 
tough to watch because I coached 
it for 15 years but I’m so happy to 
see it, I’m happy to see Monica 
and Tiffany do a great job” 

There was another storyline 
before the match began. The as- 
sistant coaches on both teams, 
Tiffany Gadd for NECC and 


JEN HOUSE 


UMASS 
LOWELL 


Jillian Ciampa for NHTI, had 
played for the Knights women’s 
volleyball team in 2010 when 
MacAvoy was coaching the team. 

“Makes me feel good, two for- 
mer players doing something that 
I love,” MacAvoy said. 

There was a good sized crowd 
for the first home game of the 
season. When NHTI got to the 
court, they were a noticeably big- 
ger team than the NECC Knights. 
While the Knights had only 2 
people on their bench most of 
the time, NHTI had a full bench, 
ready for anything. Though, 
during the pre-game it was clear 
NECC had a tight knit team. 

NHTI and their depth was just 
too much for the Knights, as the 
Knights were shutout for the sev- 
enth time this season. NECC now 
held a record of 0-8. 

Before the Knights came back 
for their second home game they 
had to play two games at the 
CCRI Tournament in Rhode Is- 
land. They lost both of the games 
and were shutout in both, now 
having a 0-10 record. NECC 
came home from CCRI for their 
last home game, and last game of 
the season. 

They took on Bunker Hill 
Community College, the only 


Open House is a great way to meet students, faculty and 
staff from every program. Members of campus clubs and 
organizations are on hand to share what it’s like to be a 
student here. Campus tours run continuously, and a flexible 
schedule allows you to focus on what interests you most. 


WFAA vecisteR ONLINE AT UML EDU/OPENHOUSE 


—" YOUR PURPOSE, 
= OUR PASSION 


UMass Lowell 
Open House 


Sunday, Oct. 23 or 
Sunday, Oct. 30 


9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 


Tsongas Center at 
UMass Lowell 


team that the Knights 
didn’t get shutout by, P 
on the first game of 
the season. BHCC did 
shutout the Knights 
during the CCRI Tour- 
nament however. ; 
The Bunker Hill 
squad was about the [ 
same size as NECC, 
unlike the large NHTI 
team they faced in 
their first home game. 
The crowd was the 
same size as the first 
home game. During 
the announcements of 
the player's names, 
the Northern Essex } 
announcer had a hard 
time pronouncing two 
of the BHCC players 
names. It was a silly 
tension- cutting mo- 
ment. ‘ 
The game got off | 
to a fast-paced start, ) > 
though it slowed down 
pretty quickly. The 
Knights lost their first 
set. During the second 
set the Knights were 
on fire most of the 


10 games. They ended up losing 


Brittany Birolini sets up the serve. 


the third set, and losing the game 
time. They won their first set in 3-1. 
The team lost their only two 


Dulcelina Aquino against Bunker Hill 


Photo by Sue MacAvoy 


games at home, and went 0-9 on 


Photo by Kyle Benson 
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EARN YOUR BACHELOR’S: 
DEGREE FROM REGI: 
on the NECC campus 


PROGRAMS AVAILABLE AT THIS LOCATION: 
= Nursing ® Public Health 


Information Sessions 


November 16 
December 12 
4-5 pm 


Learn More: 
www.regiscollege.edu/necc 
444 


ay REGIS 


EY A CATHOLIC UNIVERSITY 
IN GREATER BOSTON 


www.regiscollege.edu/necc 
Regis Institute for Advancing Studies 
781.768.8387 ™ ias@regiscollege.edu 
235 Wellesley Street ™ Weston, MA 02493 


Follow us on Twitter @RegisatNECC 
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